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Mission Statement

The Institute of Information Science (IZUM) is a public institution established by the Government of the Republic of Slovenia as an information infrastructural service for Slovenian science, culture and education. Along with other agents of information activities in the country, it ensures Slovenia an entrance to the streams of the modern world's information society. This defines its mission; its functions are specified in the Foundation Act, passed by the Government of the Republic of Slovenia. According to the Research and Development Act, it is defined as a public infrastructural institution and registered as a research organisation as well. According to the Librarianship Act, it is defined as a library information service in the COBISS.SI national bibliographic system.

IZUM performs the following activities:

· in its field of work, co-ordination of the development and operation of the shared bibliographic system and services, 

· co-ordination of the development and application of standards for computer support to meet the requirements of the shared bibliographic system and services, 

· software development and maintenance to meet the requirements of the shared bibliographic system and services, 

· determination of the suitability of library staff for shared cataloguing purposes, in co-operation with the National Library, 

· planning and maintenance of the central computer and communications capacity to enable the functioning of the system, 

· management of the offer of databases on electronic data carriers, with direct access by agreement with their producers, 

· organisation of professional training and counselling in the fields covered by the national shared bibliographic system, 

· preparation of fundamental principles from its field of work for the work of the National Council for Librarianship, 

· development, organisation and maintenance of the information system for monitoring research activities in Slovenia, 

· participation in public programmes for the development of Slovenia as an information society, 

· engineering for the development and maintenance of a computer and communications infrastructure in educational, research and cultural organisations, 

· research, development and counselling in its field of work, 

· other tasks based on the adopted long-term development guidelines and annual Action Plans. 

The activities of IZUM are mainly engaged in the development and operation of the COBISS system and services (Co-operative Online BIbliographic System and Services), which represents the core of the library information system in Slovenia - COBISS.SI and of library information systems in some other countries linked in the COBISS.Net network (Bosnia and Herzegovina – COBISS.BH, Macedonia – COBISS.MK, Serbia – COBISS.SR and Montenegro – COBISS.CG).

IZUM develops the Information system on research in Slovenia - SICRIS (Slovenian Current Research Information System), which includes data on research projects, research institutions, teams and researchers.
On the basis of consortium agreements, signed with foreign information services, IZUM provides the users in Slovenia free access to different foreign databases and services (Web of Science, OCLC FirstSearch, ProQuest, etc.). 

Partners

COBISS.SI in Slovenia

· 312 libraries – full members actively participating in online shared cataloguing 

· 270 libraries – associate members 

COBISS.Net

· COBISS.SR – 60 participating libraries 

· COBISS.MK – 22 participating libraries

· COBISS.BH – 16 participating libraries 

· COBISS.CG – 10 participating libraries 

Five countries currently use the COBISS system. By signing the agreement on the free exchange of bibliographic records within the COBISS.Net during the COBISS conference 2006, Bulgaria (Bulgarian National Library) joined as the sixth.

Software 

	COBISS2/Cataloguing
	COBISS3/Acquisitions

	COBISS2/Reports
	COBISS3/Serials

	COBISS2/Loan
	COBISS3/Holdings

	COBISS/OPAC
	COBISS3/Loan 

	
	COBISS3/Interlibrary Loan

	
	COBISS3/Reports

	
	COBISS3/Application administration


Current situation related to COBISS3 implementation (31 December 2006)

	Types of libraries
	Number of full members
	Real environment
	Test environment V3.0

(from V2.4 + new)

	
	
	V2.4
	V3.0
	

	National
	1
	 1
	    –
	(1 +   0)

	University and academic
	70
	7
	  25
	(7 +   9)

	Special
	119
	 3
	  20
	 (1 + 13)

	Public
	64
	8
	  50
	(3 +   4)

	School
	58
	 1
	 21
	(2 +   3)

	Total 
	312
	20
	 116
	(13 + 34)


COBISS Technological Renewal Project

COBISS3 V3.0 software, including two new segments, COBISS3/Holdings and COBISS3/Serials, was installed in the real environments of 116 libraries. In COBISS3/Acquisitions sending orders in EDI format was implemented and in COBISS3/Interlibrary Loan the connection to SUBITO as well. In both systems transition to Euro currency and linking to relational database was realised. In COBISS3/Holdings, the implementation of inventory-related functionalities has been successfully realised. COBISS3/Loan was tested in IZUM library and in 11 other Slovene libraries.   

Both projects, The ordering of materials through COBISS/OPAC and Services related to Electronic Notification of Users, using the central server for the distribution of e-mails and SMS messages, were successfully implemented in COBISS2 and in COBISS3. Number of users of these services is rapidly growing.
Features of the upgraded COBISS2/Cataloging V8.4 included full implementation of ISBD(CR). The process of implementation of ISBD(CR) was supported by Integrating resource cataloguing courses that were realised within collaboration with National and University library of Slovenia.  The upgraded COBISS2/Reports V5.1 includes double currency system (Tolar and Euro) that was introduced upon the Law of double currency prices.
A new system for synchronised managing of authorisations for both the union database and local databases has been set up for all COBISS2 modules. Authorizations are granted automatically to cataloguers upon successfully completed training courses. 

 Web Bibliographies

By the end of the year, a new version of Web Bibliographies V3.5, with linking system between COBIB.SI and WoS databases and the option of presenting representative bibliographies of research organizations, and research-, program- and project groups, was installed. Link to the WoS is added to all bibliographic records that are found in WoS, as well as their citations data. With this facility, users of SICRIS system are able to access WoS data through the researcher bibliography. Web Bibliographies V3.3 was implemented in the COBISS.CG and COBISS.MK system.

Implementation of Authority Control 

The COBISS.SI General List of Subject Headings (SCG) was implemented in COBISS/OPAC.  During the year SCG was enriched with more than 4,000 records.
Language Codes Implementation for Serbian, Croatian and Bosnian

In relation to the Unification of the Use of Codes for Languages and Scripts in COBISS.Net project, new algorithms for Cyrillic reports and script control for holding data were tested. 
SICRIS

Web application E-CRIS has been updated with Unicode standard and user interfaces in Albanian and Macedonian language were developed. During the year in web application SICRIS new module for authorization has been developed.
OTHER

· Upon the analysis of COBIB.SI database and NUK local database a proposal was made for automatic editing of bibliographic records in all local databases in COBISS.SI. Data conversion was done by the end of the year.

· Implementation of 13 digit ISBN number has been done in COBISSISBN database for COBISS.SI and COBISS.SR.

· Harmonization of the local bibliographic database of approximately 30 libraries and the CONOR.SI authority database was realised.
· CORES database was implemented in COBISS.Net

· Set up link between the COBIB.SI shared bibliographic database and the Google Scholar service

· Links to scientific publications of Wiley InterScience and American Chemical Society (ACS) services now incorporated in COBISS/OPAC and the ELINKS.SI database

· Upgrade of OpenVMS operating system on Alpha servers from V7.3-2 to V8.2

· Set up of Integrity servers for COBISS2 environment

· Consolidation of distributed COBISS2 servers on IZUM location

· Set up of data replication on SUN disk area
5. Activities

· COBIB.SI shared bibliographic database achieved the number of 3 milion records, and 8 million records in local databases.
· CONOR.SI Authorities achieved the number of 434,970 name authority records in less than two years. .
· Web Bibliographies made creation of 527,662 personal bibliographies. 
· Within the Ask a Librarian reference service 1,421 answers via Chat and 1,413 via Mail were realised. The number of answers via Chat was increased for 1/3. 

· COBISS.Net achieved the number of 25,120 records exchanged between autonomous COBISS systems.  
· Into the COBISS.SI system, 20,421 bibliographic records were downloaded from the WorldCat database, 1,640 serials records from the ISSN Register and 30,280 authority records for personal headings from the LC Names database.

· Smooth operation of all IZUM's services (24 X 7) ensured.
· Provided help to users based on 14,739 recorded requests (832 for foreign users). 

· Conducted 154 training courses (256 days) for 1,534 librarians and other users of the system (46% for COBISS3 users). From the whole number of courses, 17 were held abroad in the total duration of 42 days and for 213 participants.
· Automated circulation was installed in 16 libraries (including 7 libraries from abroad); reservation and extended loan period (via COBISS/OPAC) in 7 libraries; 
6. Future Plans

Priority development tasks for 2007
· The COBISS General List of Subject Headings project continues.
· Implementation of the unified use of codes for languages and scripts in COBISS.Net.
· COBISS3 V 5.0 with COBISS3/Cataloguing module. 

· Implementation of shared database with publishing patterns of serials in COBISS3.
· Implementation of ISBD(CR) in COBISS2/Reports module and COBISS/OPAC. 

· COBISS3/Loan implementation.

· Implementation of web services using SRW/SRU (ZING).
· Web applications for COBISS training courses
· Implementation of COBISS system in Bulgaria 

· UNICODE support for COBISS software
· Implementation of EDUROAM (Education Roaming - RADIUS-based infrastructure that uses 802.1X security technology to allow inter-institutional roaming).
· Implementation of remote disaster location.
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Gordana Budimir (gordana.budimir@izum.si)                              Maribor, 29 April 2007             
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