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Topic: Institutional repositories in UK academic libraries

In an article in eLucidate, the online journal for members of the UK’s eInformation Group, Barwick and Pickton (2006) explain how institutional repositories (IRs) are  becoming an important feature of academic landscape in the UK. One reason for this growth in IRs is the decision taken by many bodies which fund research in UK universities to specify that researchers should deposit papers etc. emanating from the research in an open access repository. Most of these are IRs – but there are also some subject-based repositories. The Directory of Open Access Repositories (http://www.opendoar.org) provides details of 95 repositories in the UK as of mid-April 2007, of which 71/95 , or 75%, are IRs. The range of ‘objects’ covered in these IRs includes:

· Research papers ( pre- and post- prints) 

· Conference  and workshop papers

· Unpublished reports and working papers

· Books, chapters and sections

· Theses and dissertations.
The most popular software used for managing these repositories is the ePrints software developed at Southampton University (43/95 or 43%) and DSpace which was developed at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology with Hewlett Packard (20/95 or 21%). Both these are open source software. 
A special issue of Program: electronic library and information systems  (Vol. 40, No.3) brought together a number of papers on issues related to the development of IRs e.g.  Simpson and Hey (2006), who provided a background to the open access movement and descriptions of much of the pioneering work undertaken in this area at Southampton University, and Bell and Lewis (2006) who described the technical solution adopted  at the University of Wales Aberystwyth for transferring metadata and digital objects between  IRs. Much of the work on IRs in the UK has been funded by the Joint Information Systems Committee (JISC) and Hockx-Yu, a Programme Manager at JISC, also outlined the issues and challenges of digital preservation and IRs. There were also papers on IRs in the UK in the December 2006 issue of the Journal of Librarianship and Information Science  with Pickton and McKnight (2006) reporting on the potential role of research students and IRs and Markland (2006) discussing the results of a study searching for known items from 26 UK IRs using Google and Google Scholar.  The first book on IRS also appeared in the UK authored by  Jones, Andrew and MacColl (2006) who were all involved in the development of the Edinburgh Research Archive. 
 JISC continues to fund a number of projects  on IRs as part of its Digital Repositories Programme which aims to “to bring together people and practices from across various domains (research, learning, information services, institutional policy, management and administration, records management, and so on) to ensure the maximum degree of coordination in the development of digital repositories, in terms of their technical and social (including business) aspects” (http://www.jisc.ac.uk/whatwedo/programmes/programme_digital_repositories.aspx). A major conference is planned for  June 2007 to share experiences gained and link with others working in simialr areas in different parts of the world.  The postings on the JISC-Repositories mailing list (http://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/lists/JISC-REPOSITORIES.html) also provide a valuable source of further developments in this area in the UK.
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